
 

 
 

 
Spring/End of Season Parent Update  

Celebrating 108 Years 
1906 - 2014 

Connecting Our School and Our Community  
Our mission is  to support and challenge al l  students to 

reach their  maximum potential  
through a r igorous curriculum in a safe, nurturing, and 

orderly environment. We are committed 
to building posit ive relationships between students, staff,  

administration, and community in order to provide effective 
student achievement through high expectation and frequent 

assessment.  

	  
	  
It’s	  Your	  Choice	  
Distracted	  Driver	  Assemblies	  	  
	  

On Friday, April 18 at 1:00 in the RLHS Gym, Beartooth 
Billings Clinic Trauma Coordinator, Chris Benton, will host 
the “It’s Your Choice” Program to RLHS Grades 9-12.   
 
“It’s Your Choice” depicts a distracted driver crash 
involving high school students who are played by members 
of the student body.  A narrator recounts the step by step 
processes of the crash, emergency response coordination 
and the students’ injuries as the emergency crews rush in 
to pick up the pieces. 
 
This year's program will consist of the indoor assembly 
with guest speakers and their stories. Following the indoor 
assembly, the students will be escorted to the parking lot 
for the live crash scene with RLFR extrication of two 
victims along with the HELP Flight, Morgue, poem read by a 
parent. 
 
In addition to the “It's Your Choice” format, BBC Trauma 
Services in cooperation with St. Vincent Trauma Services 
will be putting on a Distracted Driving Course for the 9th 
grade class. The students will be given an opportunity to 
drive a golf cart through an obstacle course while being 
distracted. This program will be on the same day as Your 
Choice and start at 10:00-11:30.  To participate in the 
Distracted Driving Course, Freshmen students  will be 
required to obtain a signed permission waiver from Mr. 
Perrigo as well as having a driver's permit or license and/or 
tel certificate. 

 

 

Be	   sure	   to	   visit	   our	   website	   for	  
periodic	   updates,	   announcement,	  
teacher	   lesson	   plans	   and	   now	   our	  
Quarterly	  Parent	  Newsletter	   as	  well	  

as	  other	  important	  district-wide	  information	  at:	  	  
www.redlodge.schoolwires.com	  

	  

     



M o t i v a t i o n a l  S p e a k e r - Jerry Traylor  
Coming to RLHS on May 8 
 

“Success is learning to control our limitations 
rather than allowing those limitations to gain 
control of us. “ – Jerry Traylor 
 
As a dynamic speaker, Jerry Traylor offers 
personal motivation beyond that of speakers 
famed for their athletic and business 
achievements. His message is real world. It 
hits home with audiences who can appreciate 
the value of pushing beyond limitations rather 

than merely exploiting natural talent. 
 
Jerry has climbed to the top of 14,110-foot Pikes Peak three 
times, competed in 35 full-length marathons and jogged 3,528 
miles across America, from San Francisco to New York City… 
all on crutches. 
 
Yet, Jerry’s message is not about overcoming cerebral palsy. 
His message is about the remarkable contribution all of us can 
make in our workplace and community. His humor and his heart 
make a permanent impact on audiences as he inspires each 
person towards achieving difficult goals. 
 
Jerry has spoken to over 1-million people in more than 4,000 
audiences. Rather than simply giving a talk, Jerry creates a 
feeling – a new way of thinking and doing! 
 
Jerry’s goal is not to make people feel good. It’s to make a 
lasting impact. In fact, he doesn’t just speak to your team. For a 
brief time, he becomes a part of it. (Sponsored by Red Lodge 
Rotary) 

R L H S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C l u b   
O n  T h e i r  W a y  t o  N i c a r a g u a  
Jack Clinton 
 

On April 26th the Mr Clinton 
and the International Club 
will be landing in Managua, 
Nicaragua.  We will spend 
the night in Managua and 
leave the following morning 
for the Nicaraguan highlands. 

 We will spend 4 days there hiking, canyoneering, 
visiting a chocolate plantation, and viewing 
volcanoes.  From there we will head down to the 
pacific beaches for fun, sun and surfing lessons.  We 
will be gone for 9 days from Billings to Billings.  It has 
been a crazy year with a lot of ups and downs with 
the fundraising, but we made it.  Huge thanks to all 
the parents and community who have offered their 
support to make this opportunity possible for our 
students. 
 
Students	  with	  strong	  attachments	  to	  supportive	  parents	  
who	   helped	   the	   child	   explore	   career	   options	   showed	  
greater	   commitment	   to	   career	   choices	   than	   those	  
without	  parental	  support (Hirschi,Niles,&Akos, 2011). 

 
Red Lodge “Green Team” wins first place for 
State Green Schools Challenge 
By Lizzie Blumenthal CCN Reporter  
 
For their implementation of reusable cups to eliminate waste at sporting 
events, Red Lodge “Green Team” was awarded first place and $650 from the 

United States Green 
Building Council 
(USGBC) Mont ana 
Chapt e r, Gr e e n 
Schools Challenge. 
On March 24, 
Middle School 
Science teacher and 
Green Team 
advisor, Pamela Nell 

traveled to the annual Montana Environmental Education Association 
conference held at Montana Tech in Butte to receive the award and 
congratulations for their hard work. 
 
In October, Red Lodge High School Environmental Science teacher, Kate 
Belinda and Nell took on the “monumental task” t o “Gr e en our Sp o r t ing 
Events.” 
 
“As part of this project, concessions started offering a reusable Rams cup to 
try and reduce the amount of nonrenewable resource being consumed and 
lower our waste stream,” Belinda said. For $3, game attendees from home and 
visiting teams can purchase cups, which include free refills. The project was 
initiated after Belinda and some students performed a dumpster dive after a 
football game and found that 50 percent of the trash from the game was 
recyclable material. 
 
In January they officially launched the program and soon formed a “Green 
Team,” with Kryn Dykema, Liam Gildehouse, Katie Nell from RLHS and Sarah 
Lauf, Tucker Kane and Maya Little-Proeller from Roosevelt Middle School with 
Pam and Kirt Nell. Because of the unique nature of the project, “Wendy 
Weaver with the U.S. Green Building Council r eque s t ed Red Lodge Schools 
present [the] project at the Harvesting Clean Energy Conference in Helena.” 
The students explained the project, detailed data and collection methods and 
discussed the future of the project. 
In March, the project was formally submitted to the Montana Green Schools 
Challenge. 
 
According to the press release, “The competition invited Montana schools, 
classes or groups to form a team to green their school, with the goal of saving 
energy and other resources, lower operating costs, and positively impacting 
their community to design, implement and report on a project that met these 
goals.” 
Due to the creativity and functionality of the project, RLHS won the challenge. 
 
Belinda reported that, “Throughout the basketball season and tournament, a 
total of 492 cups had been sold.” While they were unable to document the 
number of refills sold during the s eas on, the y assumed the cups were refilled 
at least once, resulting in almost 1000 unused cans. They then used a ratio of 
32 aluminum cans to equal one pound and found “approximately 31pounds of 
aluminum was not consumed at our sporting events.’’ 
 
Although the project still has some items to address (i.e. people forgetting to 
bring the reusable cups to the game, completely eliminating aluminum cans 
and Gatorade size availability), Belinda is optimistic the school can continue to 
improve and lessen its environmental impact. 
“We are no way done with the endeavor of ‘Greening our Sporting Events,’ we 
have just completed the first step! We need to work to continue to change the 
public mindset regarding recycling. 
 
I think our new goal is to have no recyclable materials found in trashcans at 
our sporting events. We believe recycling must become more of a priority at 



the younger ages to see a more concerted effort of r e cyc l ing at spo r t ing 
events.” 
She hopes to build ideas with the “Green Team” and potentially make it a 
school club for next year. “I think there is power in numbers and it would be 
great to get more kids involved.” 
 
Sponsored by Wells Fargo, over 13 schools from across the state participated. 
 
“Wells Fargo is proud to sponsor the Green Schools Challenge,” said Michael 
Conlon, district manager for Wells Fargo in Bozeman and Butte. “As a judge 
for this event, I was impressed by the thoughtful, far-ranging ideas students 
offered to gain ef f iciencies, save resources and money, and enhance the 
lives of Montanans.” 
 
Other winning schools included: Big Fork High School, who won the $500 
second place award for their newly created garden club; $350, third place 
prize was awarded to Billings Career Center for implementing a recycling 
program; Bozeman High School, Ennis High School, and Butte’s East Middle 
School were all runner up winners, each winning $150 cash award. 
 
“We want Montana student s , educator s , and administrators to think 
analytically about how ‘green’ their classrooms are and expand that across 
thei r ent i re campus , ” Weamer stated. “We want to encourage high 
performance buildings, healthy learning environments, and to inspire students 
embrace environmental systems thinking. We are working hard towards Green 
Schools for all Montana students. It starts with the Montana Green Schools 
Challenge.” 
 
 
S k i l l s  U S A  
Justin Elton 
 
 

The RLHS Skills-USA club 
traveled to Lewistown March 26 
and attended the Central 
Montana Welding Contest.  The 
kids won a second place team 
trophy.  Saylor Blevins also took 
home a 3rd place individual, 

Bode Harrison 4th individual, Chase Elton placing 7th 
individual and Tim Urbanik placing 13th individual. 
   The students also traveled to Havre for the 
Montana State Skills-USA competition.  All five 
students representing Red Lodge made it into the Job 
Interview semi-finals.  Bode Harrison placed 6th and 
Saylor Blevins placed 8th in the Combination Welding 
Contest. Kohle McJunkin placed 12th, Chase Elton 
placed 16th and Tim Urbanik placed 21st in the Arc 
Welding contest.  The club will also be traveling to 
Powell for the NorthWest College Welding Contest 
April 24-25. Hopefully we can bring some prizes back 
from that contest also. 
 
 

A g r i c u l t u r e 	   a t 	   R L H S 	  
Colten	  Hellwinkel	  

	  
Congratulations to Sam 
Posey and Hayden Rose 
for being awarded the 
FFA State Degree this 
past March at the State 

FFA Convention.  Also Congratulations to Gunnar 
Nelson for winning his division in the Agriscience Fair 
competition.  It turned out to be a great and 
memorable state convention with all Red Lodge FFA 
members representing their community and chapter 
well.  
  
Agricultural Education students have also been busy 
with projects back at home.  Students have been 
preparing for spring in the school greenhouse; 
planting flower, herbs, and vegetables to spread 
throughout the community.  Students have also been 
busy planning community involvement events to help 
promote and advertise their FFA organization.  On 
April 18th, students have set up a fundraising Geo-
cache around the Red Lodge area to provide a fun 
and educational opportunity for students and 
community members alike. 
   
As the weather continues to change from white to 
green, FFA members and Ag students will continue to 
spread their involvement throughout Carbon 
County.    
 
 
 
 

RLHS Art Department Update 
Jenny Zimmerman 
 

Red Lodge High School Art Students 
had an excellent showing at the 
Carbon County Depot Gallery 
Student Show this past March. Emily 
Johnson was awarded 1st place for 

her portrait drawings, Saylor Blevins received an 
Honorable Mention for his metal sculpture and Kevin 
Rose also received an Honorable Mention for his 
block print series.  
 
	  
Be sure to attend the Spring RLHS Art 
Show in conjunction with the Spring 
Music Concert on May 14th to view an 
exciting showcase of work from all the 
art students in a variety of media. 

	  
H e a l t h 	   E n h a n c e m e n t 	   	  
B u i l d i n g 	   a 	   p o s i t i v e 	   F u t u r e ! ! ! 	  
John	  Perrigo	  
	  

Health Enhancement is going 
great in the 9th and 10th grade 
classes.  We are looking forward 
to some warmer weather so we 



can get outside with all classes.  The students have 
been working really hard and have been enjoying 
themselves in a multitude of games and sports.  I’ve 
been very pleased to see some great teamwork 
among the 9th and 10th grade students. 
 
In the Advanced Health Enhancement class we are 
getting back into a great rhythm after spring break.  
We are seeing some great results from the kids who 
are really taking advantage of the weight lifting class.  
With all the hard work they have put in, they will leave 
with the tools to become life long lifters. 
 
 

FCCLA Members Earn State Medals 
Jenny Zimmerman 
 
Members of the Red Lodge High School Family, 
Community and Career Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
recently attended the annual State Leadership 
Conference in Billings, MT. Members spent three 
days at the conference attending leadership 
presentations and workshops as well as meeting 
other FCCLA members from schools across the 
state. The conference also offered the opportunity to 
compete in over 30 areas included in the Family and 
Consumer Sciences. Red Lodge members competed 
in three events, bringing home medals in each. Red 
Lodge team members Gabby Sullivan, Isaac LaRowe 
and Dawson Loewen, as well as the team of Eric 
Dye, Will Haman and Cesar Bieber all earned silver 
medals in the Culinary Arts division. Nate Polakoff 
also earned a silver medal in the category of Food 
Innovations, inventing a new food product. In the Life 
Planning Event, Katie Nell, Shelby Wesnitzer and 
Zoe Sheehan brought home a gold medal for their 
Prom Event Presentation. Congratulations to all these 
hard working students!! 
 

 
 
Culinary Teams (left to right): Dawson Loewen, 
Gabby Sullivan, Isaac LaRowe, Will Haman, Eric 
Dye, and Cesar Bieber. Food Innovations: Nate 
Polakoff and Life Planning Event: Katie Nell, Shelby 
Wesnitzer (not pictured: Zoe Sheehan) 
 
"Everyone	  has	  the	  power	  for	  greatness,	  not	  for	  fame,	  but	  
greatness,	  because	  greatness	  is	  determined	  by	  service."	  
—Martin	  Luther	  King	  Jr.,	  civil	  rights	  leader	  and	  Nobel	  

Peace	  Prize	  recipient 

Great Gatsby Prom-2014 A Grand Success 
Kate Belinda 
 

The Great Gatsby Prom held March 
22nd at the Elk’s Club was a great 
success.  Chairperson Katie Nell and 
the committee consisting of Ryan 
Langemeir, Liam Gildehaus, Zoe 
Shehan, Laura Nearpass, Delany 
Stewart and Kennedy Hartman 
combined their talents to plan and 
execute an evening of fun and 
enjoyment for the students of Red 
Lodge High School and their guests.  

All in attendance enjoyed the glamorous decorations, great 
appetizers and an evening of dancing. Tyler Ewald and Rylee 
Kane were crown senior royalty, while Manuel Studer and Lene 
Wipplinger were voted junior royalty. A new addition this year’s 
prom was a photo both partially funded by our Booster club, 
which was enjoyed by many of the attendees.  We would like to 
thank the Elk Club for the use of their facility and we greatly 
appreciated the service and organization of Club Steward, Lisa 
Price.  Finally a thank you to our great chaperones Rex Ternan, 
Billie Perry, Matt Schrowe and Elizabeth Brunelle.  
 
 
~Senior Parents-Yearbook Needs Your Help~ 
 

We would like to include a dedication for 
your graduate in the yearbook.  Please 

consider submitting a photo of your student 
to Ms. Cansler    

*As Soon As Possible* 
With Great Appreciation for Your Help! 

 
 
Don’t Miss the Spring 5-12 Grade Music Concert 

and RLHS Art Show Scheduled for May 
14 at 7:00.  Art Show in the RLHS 
Commons and Music Program in the 
Rams Event Center. 
 
 

 
Parents Please Plan on 

Attending 
The Following  RLHS Highlight Events: 

 
~ Academic Awards Grades 9-12 at 1:00 on May 19 ~ 

~ Winter Spring Athletic Banquet on May 13 at 6:00-Dinner 
Served ~ 

~ Class of 2014 Commencement  on Sunday, May 25 at 
4:00 ~ 

 
 

 

 
 


